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FOR GIVING 


BAD G E 8, . 


121 hath been : a general . that the Poor- 
houſe, eſpecially ſince the new Conſtitution. 
by Act of 5 hath been of no Bene- 

fit to this City, for the Eaſe of which it was wholly 

intended. I had the Honour to be a Member of 4 

many Years before it was new, modelled by the Le- 

giſlature, not from any perſonal Regard, — merely 
as one of the two Deans, who are of Courſe put in- 

to moſt Commiſſions that relate to the City; and I 

have likewiſe the Honour to have been left out of 

ſeveral Commiſſions upon the Score of Party, in 
which my Predeceſſors, Tu ime out of Mind, have al- 
ways been Members. | 

The firſt Commiſſion was made up Wis about fifty 

Ps which were the Lord Mayor, RET and 

Sheriffs, and ſome few other Citizens ; the Judges, 

on two Archbiſhops, the two Deans of the Ci 94 

A 2 LEE. 
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* one or two more Gentlemen. And I muſt con- 


feſs my Opinion, that the diſſolving the old Com- 
miſſion, and eſtabliſhing a new one of near three 
Times the Number, have been the great Cauſe of ren- 
dering ſo good a Deſign not only uſeleſs, but a Grie- 


vance inſtead of a Benefit to the City. In the preſent 


Commiſſion all the City Clergy are included, beſides 
a great Number of Squires, not only thoſe who re. 
ſide in Dublin, and the Neighbourhood, but ſeveral 
ho live at a great Diſtance, — cannot poſſibly have 
the leaſt Concern for the Advantage of the City. 

At the few general Meetings that I have attended 


ſince the new Eftabliſhment, I obſerved very little 


was done, except one or two Acts of extreme foftics 


which I then thought might as well have been ſpared: 
and I have found the Court of Aſſiſtants uſually 


taken up in little Brangles about Coachmen, or ad- 
eal and ſmall Beer; which, 


however neceſſary, might ſometimes have given Place 
to Matters of much greater Moment, I mean ſome 
Schemes recommended to the Senerd Board, for an- 
ſwering the chief Ends in erecting and eſtabliſhing 
ſuch a Poor-houſe, and endowing it with fo confi- 
derable a Revenue: and the principal End I take to 
have been, that of maintaining the Poor and Orphans 


juſting Accounts of 


of the City, where the Pariſhes are not able to do it; 


and clearing the Streets from all Strollers, Foreign- 
ers, and ſturdy Beggars, with which, to the univer- 


fal Complaint and Admiration, Dublin | is more in- 
feſted 
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US), 
feſted ſince. the Eſtabliſhment of the Poor-houſe, than 
it was ever known to be fince its firſt Erection. 
As the whole Fund for ſupporting this Hoſpital is 
raiſed only from the Inhabitants of the City,; ſo there 
can be hardly any Thing more abſurd, than to ſee it 
miſemployed in maintaining Foreign Beggars and Ba- 
ſtards, or Orphans, whoſe Country Landlords never 
contributed one Shilling towards their Support. I 
would engage, that half this Revenue, if employed 
with common Care, and no very great Degree of com- 
mon Honeſty, would maintain all the real Objects of 


Charity in this City, except a ſmall Number of origi- 


nal Poor in every Pariſh, who might, without being 
burthenſome to the ien, find a tolerable Sup- 


1 "Silk for ſome Years Le applet Wilde to ſeve- 
ral Lord Mayors, and to the late Archbiſhop of Dub- 

bn, for a ed to this Evil of Foreign W and 
they all appeared ready to receive a very plain Pro- 
poſal, I mean, that of badging the Original Poor of 
every . Pariſh, who begged in the Streets; that the 
ſaid Beggars ſhould be confined to their own Pariſhes; . 
that, they ſhould wear their Badges well ſown upon 
one of their Shoulders, always viſible, on Pain of 


being whipt and turned out of Town; or whatever 


legal Puniſhment may be thought proper and ef- 
fectual. But, by the wrong Way of thinking in ſome 
Clergymen, and the Indifference of others, this Method 


Was perpetually defeated, to their own continual diſ- 


row | quiet, 
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Kult, d 
Seen cr bf that, it would be of les 


Conſe; cles be becairſe 155 Remedy is in” thetr own 
Power, Bar all Street Walkers, and Shop p keepers 
bear an equal 1 J in this bourly Vexation:” 

I neter heard more'than one Gbjection againſt this 
Expedient of badging the Poor, and coufining their 
Walks to their ſeveral Pariſhes. i The Objection was 
this: What ſhall we do with the Foreign Beggars? 
Muſt they be left to Rarye ? I anſwered, No; but they 


2 85 be driven or whipt out of Town; "Un: tet the 


next Count 7 Pariſh. do as the) pleaſe; or rather after 
the Prattice In EAglund, fefid them from one Pariſh to 
another, until tes Teach their own Homes. By the 
255 Laws of England ſtill in Force, and 1 preſume by 

thoſe of Ireland, ever y Parifhi is bound to maintain its 
qwh Poor; and . Mas af no fuch Conſequence 
in this Point a6 ſome woe ake it, whether a Coutt- 
try Parifh' be rich or poor. In the remoter and poorer 
Pariſhes of the Kingdom, all Neceffaries for Life pro- 


F for. p6ot” Pedpſe are comparativel Meeps" T 
| Fa Sa Ou hea 'Potatoes,, Ja other Ve- 


zetables; and every Farmer or Cottager, who is not 
rey a Beggar, can ſometimes ſpare a Sup or 4 


bboyr f His own Parifh, who is diſabled 
oh Work.” A Beggar Native of the Parifh is known 

e Squire, | to the Chotch: Minifter, to the Popith 
Bit „ or the” Conventitle Teachers, as well as tb 


b every 
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Morſet, not worth the faurth Part of a Parthing toan 
indigetit New 
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y Farmer he hath generally ite Relations able 
Ne and contribute ſomething to his Maintenance. 
None of which Advantages can be reaſonably ex- 
pected on a Removal to Places where he is altogether 
unknown. If he be not quite maimed, he and his 
Trull, and Litter of Brats (if he hath any) may get 
half their Supportby doing fome kind of Work in their 


| Power, and thereby be leſs butthenſome to the People. 


In ſhort, all Necefſiries of Life grow itt the Country, 
and not in Cities, and ate cheaper where they grow; 
nor is it equal, that Beggars ſhould put tis to the 
Charge of giving tirem Victuals, and the Carriage too. 

But, when tlie Spirit of wanderifig takes him, at- 
tended by his Female, and their Equipage- of Chill 


- dren, he becomes a Nutfance to the whole Country: 


he and: his Female are Thieves, and teach the Trade 


def ſtealing to their Brood at four 'Years old; and if 


His II 'be* counterfeit, it is dangerous for a 
ſingle Perfon unarmed to mer him on the Road. 
He wandeis from one County to another, but ſtill 
with a View to this Town, whither he arrives at laſt, 
and enjoys all tlie privileges Ha Dublin Beggar. 
T do . that e Country Squires ſhould 
be very willing to ſend up their Colonies; but why 
the cy ſho 1 Be content” 0 receive. them, is be: 
yond my Kinagitittion;” d 

F the City Were obliged by their charter to min- 
tain a thoufand Beggars, they could do ĩt cheaper by 
eighty per Cent. a bundred Miles off, than in this 
Town, or any of its Suburbs. 


There 


There i id no Village in Connaught; that in Proporę 
tion. ſhares ſo deeply in the daily increaling Miſeries of 
Ireland, as its, Capital City; to which Miſeries there 
hardly remained any, Addition, except the ,perpet 
 Swarms of foreign Beggars, who might he baniſhed in 
a Month without Expence, and with very little Trouble. 
As I am; perſonally acquainted with a, great Num- 
ber of Street Beggars,” I had fome. weak. Attempts to 
have, been, made, in one or two Pariſhes to promote 
the wearing of Badges; and my firſt Queſtion to thoſe 
who aſk an ap i a is, Here > is your Badge? E have in 
ſeveral Years, met with about tw” whower e ready 
to produce them; ſome out of their Packers others 
from under their Coat, _ two or three on their 
Shoulders, only « covered with a Sort of Capes which 
they could lift up or let dovyn upon Occaſion. They 
are too lazy to work, they are not afraid to ſteal, not 


with a Badge, as many of them have confeſſed go me, 
and not a feu / in very injurious, Terms, particularly 
the Females. They ali look. upon 7 0 bligation 
as a high Indignity done to e's Office.. I appeal to 
al b e whether fuch 1 81177 eſerve 
this kd 
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aſhamed. to beg ;; and gt are, too proud: to berſeen 


"of 


- 


30 


which moſt of them (a me they do. For, if Beg- 
1 be not able to beat out Pride, it cannot eſerve 

| Charity, However, as to Perſons in Coaches and 
Chairs, they bear, but little of the Perſecution we ſuf- 
ter, and are quot to leave it intirely upon us. 
"To fay the Truth, there is not a more undeſerving 


vicious = Ha of human Kind than the Bulk of thoſe 


CT np 


F aul are I am grown. 7 Sig too 1 5 to men- 
tion) ſo I am confident, that among the meaner Peo- 
Rat nineteen. in twent' of thoſe who are reduced to a 

ing Condition, did not become ſo by what Law- 
yers call the Work of Go, either upon "theis Bodies 
or Goods; but meerely from their own Idleneſs, at- 
tended with all Manner of Vices, e Pcunk: 
enneſs, 727 hieyery, and, Cheating. 

Whoever enquires, as Thave Fequeritly FE Seel 
thoſe. who have asked me an Alms; what was their 
former Courſe of Life, will find tiem to have been Ser- 
vants in good Families, broker? Tradeſmen, Labourers, 
Cottagers, 1 430 what: they call decayed Houſe-k eepers 
but 100 uſe their own Cant) Neue by Loſſes and 
Crofles, by which nothing « can be undefiood but Idle- 
nels, and. Vice. . 53 

- As this is the only Chriſtian: County uber People 
contraryt 0 the old Maxim, are the Poverty and not the 
Wiabes of the Nation, lo, the Blefling of Increaſe and 
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( TIF * 
Trelaui ſar marry ing is, that they may have Children to 
maintain them when they grow old and unable to work. 
I am informed that we have been for ſome Time 
paſt extremely obliged to England no one very benefi- 
5 Branch of Commerce: for, it ſeems they are grown 
ſo gracious as to tranſmit us continually Colonies of 
Beggars, in Return of a Million of Money they receive 


yearly from hence. That I may give no Offence, I 


profeſs to mean real Engl, iſh Beggars in the literal 
ae of the Word, as it is uſually: underſtood by 
Proteſtants. It ſeems, the Juſtices of the Peace . 
Pariſh Officers in the Weſtera Coaſts of England have 

a good while followed the Trade of exporting hither 
4 ſupernumerary Beggars, in order to advance the 
Engh/h Proteſtant Intereſt among us; and, theſe they 
are 10 kind to ſend over Gratis, and Duty free, I = 
bad the Honour more than once to attend large Car- 
goss of them from Cheſter to Dublin: and I was then 
ſo ignorant as to giye my . that our City ſhould 
receive them into Br:dewell, and after a Month SReſi- 
dence, having been well whipt: twice a Day, fed with 
Bran and Water, and put to hard Labour, f 7 ſhould 
be returned honeſtly back with Thanks as cheap as 
they came: or, if that were not approved of, I pro- 
nated, that whereas one Enugliſh Man is allowed to be 
of equal intrinſick Value with twelve born i in Ireland, 
we ſhould i in Juſtice return them a Dozen for One, to 
diſpoſe of as they pleaſed. But to return. 


As. to the. — Poor of this City, there would be 
wy D 3 


little 
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(72) 
little or no Damage iti confining them to their ſeveral 
Pariſhes. For Inſtance; a Bean of the Pariſh of st. 
Warborough's, or any other Pariſh here, if he be an 
Object of Compaſſion, bath an equal Chance to receive 


his Proportion of Alms from every charitable Hand; 


becauſe the Inhabitants, one or other, walk through 
every Street in Town, and give their Alms, without 
conſidering the Place, wherever they think it may be 
well diſpoſed of : and theſe Helps, added to what they 
get in Eatables by going from Houſe to Houſe among 
the Gentry and Citizens, will, without being g very 
burthenſome, be ſufficient to keep them alive. 
It is true, the Poor of the-Suburb Pariſhes will not 
have altogether the ſane Advantage, becauſe they are 
not equallyin the Road of Buſineſs and Paſſengers: but 
here it is to be conſidered, that the Beggars there have 
not ſo good à Title to publiek Charity, becauſe moſt 
of them are Strollers from the Country, and compoſe 


a principal Part of that great” N uifance; Wen. we 


ought to remove. 
I Fſhould be apt to tlünk, that few Things scan pb 
more irkſome to a City Miniſter, than a N abbey of 
Beggars which do not belong to his Diſtrict, whom he 
hath no Obligation to take Care of, who are no Part 
of his Flock, and ho take the. Bread out of the 
Mouths of thole, to whom it properly belongs. When 
I mention this Abuſe to an⁰? Miniſter of a City-patiſh; 
he vſually lays the Fault upon the Beadles, who he ſays 
are Þribectby the foreign Beggars, and, as thoſe _ 
dles 
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( 13) 
dles often keep Ale-houſes, they find their Account in 
fuch Cuſtomers. This Evil might eafily be remedied, 
if the Pariſhes would make ſome ſmall Addition to the 
Salaries of a Beadle, and be more careful in the Choice 
of © thoſe Officers. But, I conceive there is one effe- 
&ual Method, in the Power of every Miniſter to put in 
Practice; I mean, by making it the Intereſt of all his 

- own original Poor, to drive out Intruders: for, if the 
Pariſh-beggars were abſolutely forbidden by the Mini- 
ſter and Church-officers, to ſuffer Strollers to come in- 
to the Pariſh, upon Pain of themſelves being not per- 
' mitted to beg Alms at the Church-doors, or at the 
Houſes and Shops of the Inhabitants ; they would pre- 
vent Interlopers more effectually than twenty Beadles. 

And, here I cannot but take Notice of the great 
Indiſcretion i in our City-ſhopkeepers, who ſuffer their 
Doors to be daily beſieged by Crowds of Beggars (as 
the Gates of a Lord are by Dung to the great Diſguſt 
and Vexation of many Cuſtomers, whom I have fre- 
quently obſerved to go to other Shops, rather than ſuf- 
fer ſucha Perſecution; which might eaſily be avoided, 
if no foreign Beggars were allowed to infeſt them. 
Wherefore, I do aſſert, that the Shopkeepers, who 
are the greateſt Complainers of this Grievance, lament- 
ing that for every Cuſtomer, they are worried by fifty 
Beggars, do very well deſerve what they ſuffer, hen 
a Prentice with a Horſe-whip is able to laſs every 
Beggar from the Shop, who is not of the Pariſh, and 
does not wear the Badge of that Pariſh on his Shoulder, 
well 


(14) 
well faſtened and fairly viſible; and if this Practice were 
univerſal in every Houſe to all the ſturdy Vagrants, 
we ſhould in a few Weeks clear the Town of all Men- 
dicants, except thoſe who have a. proper Title to our 
Charity: as for the aged and infirm, it would be ſuf- 
ficient -to. give them nothing, and then they muſt 
ſtarve. or follow their Brethren. 

It was the City that firſt endowed this Hoſpital, and 
thoſe who. afterwards contributed, as they were ſuch 
who generally inhabited here; ſo they intended what 
they gave to 1 for the Uſe of the City's Poor. The 
Revenues which haye ſince been raiſed by Parliament, 
are wholly,paid by the City, without the leaſt Charge 
upon any other Part of the Kingdom; and therefore 
nothing could more defeat the Si Deſign, than 
to mifpply thoſe Revenues on ſtrolling Beggars, or 
Baſtards from the Country, which bears no Share in 


the we are at. 
If ſome. of the Out- pariſhes be over · burthened with 
Poor, the Reaſon muſt be, that the greateft Part of 


- thoſe Poor are Strollers from the Country, who neſtle 
themſelves where they can find the cheapeſt Lodgings, 
and from thence infeſt every Part of the * 
which iow be whipgnd as a melt info erable 
— elſe but a profligate Clan of 
Thieves, In Heathens, and Whore-mongers, 
fitter to be rooted out of the Face of the Earth, than 
ſuffered to leyy a vaſt annual Tax upon the City, which 
IDEs n brought Mp 
* 


(rs 
by the Oppreſſions we lye under from our Neighbours, © 
our Brethren, our Countrymen, our fellow — 
and fellow Subjects. 

Some Time ago I was appointed one of a Commit- 
tee to inquire into the State of the Workhouſe; where 
we found that a Charity beſtowed by a great Perſon 
for a certain Time, which in its Conſequences operated 

very much to the Detriment of the Houſe: for, when. 
the Time was elapſed, all thoſe who were ſupported 
by that Charity, continued on the ſame Foot with the 
reſt on the Foundation; and being generally a Pack of 
profligate vagabond Wretches from ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom, corrupted all the reft; ſo partial, or trea- 
cherous, or intereſted, or ignorant, or miſtaken are 
general all Recommenders „ not only to Employ- 
ments, but even to Charity itſelf. | 

I know i it is complained, that the Difficulty of 'driv- 
ing foreign Beggars out of the City is charged upon the 
Bellotoers (as they are called) who find their Accounts 
beſt in fuffering thoſe Vagrants to follow their Trade 
through every Part of the Town. But this Abuſe 
might eaſily pA remedied, and very much to the Ad- 
vantage of the whole City, if better Salaries were given 
to thoſe who execute that Office in the ſeveral Pa⸗ 
riſhes, and would make it their Inteteſt to clear, the 
Town of thoſe Caterpillars, rather than hazard the 
of an Employment that would give them an honeſt 
Livelyhood. But, if that would fail, yet a general Re- 
ſolution of never giving Charity to a Street Beggar * 

9 8 
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infallibly force all Vagrants to depart. ; 
There is generally a Vagabond Spirit in Beggars, 


which ought to be wee and ſeverely puniſhed. 
It is owing to the ſame Cauſes that drove them into 


Poverty, 1 mean, Idleneſs, Drunkenneſs, and raſh Mar- 
riages without the leaſt Proſpect of ſupporting a Fa- 
mily by honeſt Endeavours, which never came into their 
Thoughts. It is obſerved, that hardly one Beggar in 


twenty looks upon himſelf to be relieved by receiving 


Bread or other Food; and they have in this Town been 


frequently ſeen to pour out of their Pitcher good Broth 


that hath been given them, into the Kennel; neither 


do they much regard Clothes, unleſs to ſell them; for 


their Rags are Part of their Tools with which they work: 


they want only Ale, Brandy, and 2 1 Liquors, 
which cannot be had without Mon r Money as 
they conceive, always N Metro Oponu. 

had ſome other Thou ghts to offer upon "this Subject 
But, as I am a Deſoonder in my Nature, and have to- 


lerably well diſcovered the Diſpoſition of our People, 
who never will move a Step towards eaſing themſelves 


from any one ſingle Grievance; it will be thought, 


that I have already ſaid too 131 and to little or no 


Purpoſe; which * often been che Fate, 0 or Fortune 
of n $ AM. 5 3 ü 
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of his own Pariſh, or without a viſible Badge, would 1 
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